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Exhibit  llo- 


I  was  Chief  Cabinet  Secretary  in  the  HIGASHIKUHI  Cabinet.  I 
♦••ttfv  that  as  Chief  Cabinet  Secretary,  I  wrote  the  attached 
document  after  consulting  the  authorities  of  the  Foreign  Ministry, 
the  War  Ministry  and  the  Navy  Ministry  and  that  tho  answers 
Prime  Minister  HIGASHIKUHI  In  a  press  interview  on  September  18,  19 
are  included. in  thie  document. 

OGATA,  Taketora 


Statement  of  Official  Pj£OCUE$&e.l& 

I,  R.  H-.  LARSH,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with  the 
General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  tho  Allied  Povora, 
and  that  the  above  described  document  was  obtained  by  me  fr™ 
above  signed  official  cf  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of  my 

official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 


6th  day  of  November  1947 

/ 

Witness:  Steve  S.  Yamamoto  /sgd/ 
Capt . ,  Inf * 


/sgd/ 


Richard  K.  Larsh 
NAME  i 


Investigator,  IPS 
Official  Capacity 


SECRET  OUTLINE  OF  IKS  REPLY  . 

CONCEDING  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  VAR,  ETC.  (ERAFT) 

/  f  l 

3  October  1945 


1.  GENERAL  RULES 


The  following  points  ohall  *oe  followod  and  adhered  strictly! 

1)  That  we  believe  that  tho  Empire  wac  compelled  to  start  the  Greater 
East  Asia  War  in  view  of  the  surrounding  circumstances. 

2)  That  the  Emporer  whs  exceedingly  anxJouo  to  concludo  peacefully 
the  negotiations  between  JAPAN  and  AMERICA* 

3)  That  the  Emperor,  in  following  the  practice  established  in  tho 
application  of  the  Constitution  did  not  reject  matters  desidod  by  the. 
Inporial  Headquarters  and  the  Government  in  regazds  to  decisions  for 
tho  connencement  cf  hostilities  and  the  carrying  out  of  plena  for 
operations. 

4)  That- in  order  to  make  every  effort  to  avoid  making  a  surprise 
attack  while  negotiations  wero  in  progress,  efforts  were  made  to 
communicate  the  notifications  of  tho  discontinuation  of  negotiations 
between  JAPAN  and  AMERICA* 

Note!  That  since  we  exercised  our  right  of  self-defonso  in  the 
light  of  the  actual  circumstances  of  tho  economic  pressure,  otc.  im¬ 
posed  on  the  Empire,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  tho  provisions  of  the 
HAGUE  TREATY  pertaining  to  the  commonccmont  of  hostilities  can  bo 
nullified. 

5)  That  the  Imperial  Rescript  for  tho  declaration  of  war  was  of  a 
domestic  nature  intended  chiefly  for  tho  people  of  Japan. 

6)  That  we  could  not  deal  with  England  and  other  countries  separately 
in  view  of  the  relations  existing  between  AMERICA  and  theoc  countries 
at  that  time. 


1»  Explanations  Concerning  tho  Emperor. 

(1)  That  he  orderod  the  government  to  concludo  peacefully  by 
all  means,  tho  negotiations  botween  JAPAN  and  AMERICA  and  did  not 
abandon  this  until  the  final  phase. 

(2)  That  the  Emperor,  following  tho  practice  established  in  tho 
application  of  the  Constitution,  did  not  rejoct  mattors  decided  by  the 


Supreme  Command,  and  the  Government  in  regards  to  decisiono  for  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  and  the  carrying  out  of  plans  for  military 
operations. 

(3)  That  prior  to  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  although  the 
Emperor  had  heard  of  tho  outline  of  nilitory  operations  in  the  initial 
stages  from  both  the  Army  and  Navy  Chiefs  of  Staff,  he  did  not  receive 
any  reports  concerning  the  details  of  the  operation. 

(4)  That  he  understood  that  when  the  above  plan  of  operations 
was  to  bo  carried  out,  diplomatic  measure  would  be  taken  towards  the' 
American  Government  before  resorting  to  arms.  (However,  that  he  did 
not  have  exact  legal  knowledge  as  to  whether  the  above  notification 
had  to  be  a  notification  of  the  declaration  of  war  as  providod  in  the 
HAGUE  TREATY  concerning  the  commencement  of  hostilities  or  egain, 
whether  it  would  be  sufficient  to  notify  AMERICA  of  the  discontinua¬ 
tion  of  negotiations  between  JAPAN  and  AMERICA.) 

(5)  That  he  signed  the  Imperial  Rescript  declaring  war  at  11:30 
a.m. ,  December  8,  1941.  (However,  that  the  above  Imperial  Rescript 
had  only  significance  within  the  country  since  its  main  purpose  was 

to  inform  the  people  that  the  commencement  of  hostilities  was  unavoid¬ 
able.  ) 

2*  Concerning  the  Prime  Minister. 

(1)  That  he  believed  that  in  view  of  the  actual  circumstances 
of  the  economic  pressure  imposed  upon  the  Empire  at  that  time  by 
AMERICA,  BRITAIN,  etc.  the  Greater  East  Asia  War  was  unavoidable  from 
the  standpoint  of  self-defense. 

(2)  That  the  decision  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities  was 
agreed  upon  in  the  Liaison  Conferonco  between  the  Imperial  Headquarters 
and  the  Government  composed  of  the  Chief  of  the  Arny  General  Staff, 
the  Chief  of  the  Naval  General  Staff,  the  Prime  Minister,  the  War 
Minister,  the  Navy  Minister,  the  Foreign  Minister,  (the  Finance  Minister 
and  others  participated  according  to  the  subjects)  and  also  agreed  upon 
in  tho  Cabinet  meeting. 

?  t 

(3)  That  the  outline  of  operations  had  been  reported  to  the 
Emperor  by  both  the  Army  end  Navy  and  the  Prime  Minister  was  well 
aware  of  this.  (As  the  mattor  was  a  military  secret,  other  government 
members  of  the  Liaison  Conference  were  kept  entirely  ignorant  of  it) 

(4)  That  the  notification  of  political  moves  and  strategy  were 
chiefly  carried  out  by  the  Prime  Minister,  and  that  the  Prime  Minister 
took  charge  of  reporting  matters  concerning  the  above  to  the  Enperor. 


3.  Mattero  Concerning  Both  the  Army  and  Navy  Chiefs  of  Staff 


(1)  That  they  participated  in  the  decision  for  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoatllitica  na  r.omborn  of  the  Liaison  Conference  between  the 
Imperial  Headquarter c  pad  the  Gwvernment. 

(2)  That  they  reported  only  the  outline  of  operations  for  the 
initial  stages  to  the  Emperor.  (That  tho  report  to  the  Emperor  was 
to  tho  extent  tha.t  "KAitoil"  was  also  included  ir.  the  above  outline.) 

Notes  for  C3) : 


That  the  outline  of  the  plane  for  military  operations  shall  be 
treated  as  containing  merely  the  bare  framework  and  not  including 
details.  • 


4.  ha.ttera  Concerning  the  irar  and  Navy  Ministers 


(1)  Tha.t  th«y  participated  in  the  decision  to  commence  hostili¬ 
ties  at;  members  of  the  Liaison  Conferenco  between  the  Imperial  Head¬ 
quarters  and  the  Government. 

(2)  That  they  had  heard  explanations  of  tho  contents  of  the 

plan  for  the  initial  stages  of  military  operations  from  their  respective 
chiefs  of  etaff.  (They  wore  avrre  that  HaA'aII  was  also  included  in  the 
area  of  attack.) 


Notes  for  (2) 


That  in  regards  to  the  contents  of  the  plan  for  military jooerst ion 
they  were  eware  of  not  only  the  outline,  but  also  of  the  contents  en¬ 
tering  into  considerable  details  pertaining  to  military  operations  for 
various  areas. 


5.  Matters  Concerning  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

(l)  That  although  ho  exerted  hio  utmost  efforts  to  achievo  the 
oeaceful  settlement  of  the  Japanese- American  negotiations  in  obedience 
to  the  Emperor's  wishes,  it  had  finally  erdod  ir.  failure. 


(2)  That  he  participated  in  the  decision  for  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  as  a  member  of  the  Liaison  Conference  between  the 
Imperial  Headquarters  and  tho  Government. 

(3)  That  he  had  received  no  information  concerning  the  plan  for 
military  operations  and  furthermore,  since  political  moves  and  strategy 
were  unified  rod  reported  to  tho  Emperor  by  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
Foreign  Minister  did  not  havo  anything  to  do  with  thiB  matter. 


I 


IPS  DOC.  WO.  3245 


Ppge  5. 


(a)  That  In  spite  of  the  claims  made  by  the  Supreme  Cemmand 
that  without  a  surprise  attack  during  the  negotiations  with  AMERICA, 
victory  would  be  inrpoeeible,  he  maintained  that  it  wae  improper  to 
launch  an  attack  before  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiations  end  made 
arrangements  to  communicate  in  advance  to  AMERICA,  notification  of 
the  discontinuation  of  the  Japanese-Amerlcan  Negotiations. 


Notes  for  (4) : 

(r)  That  due  to  the  unexpected  length  of  time  required  for 
docinhering  end  organizing  the  above  telegraphic  notification  at  the 
Japanese  Embassy  in  AMERICA,  the  notification  to  the  American  Govern¬ 
ment  was  delayed. 

(b)  *hat  in  view  of  iho  objective  situation  existing  immedi¬ 
ately  before  the  opening  of  hostilities,  the  situation  was  such  that 
it  could  not  be  calculated  when  the  right  of  self-defense  would  be 
exercised  after  notification  of  the  discontinuation  of  tho  Japanese- 
Aaerican  negotiations  la  oer.t  to  America  end  it  was  under  such  a  oitua- 
tion  when  no  information  was  obtained  of  the  plans  of  operations,  that 
the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  was  made,  and  that  as  a  consequence,  we  could 
not  actually  transmit  notice  of  the  declaration  of  war  as  prescrioe 
in  the  HAGUE  TREATY  concerning  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

(5)  That  in  regards  to  relations  with  BRITAIN,  the  situation  was 
such  that  in  view  of  the  Anglo-American  relations  existing  at  that  time, 
it  was  exoected  that  the  final  notice  to  America  and  the  exercise  ol 
military  forces  would  be  transmitted  iansediately  from  the  American 
Government  to  the  British  Government  and  to  others. 
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